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introduction
Riverhead Resorts is a new kind of leisure 
destination that promises an escape to a 
distant world—yet sits within a 90-minute 
drive for most of greater New York’s 17 
million residents and New York City’s 46 
million annual tourists.  It is conceived as a 
celebration of a rich and diversified lifestyle, 
a place where all visitors can share a mutual 
adventure of recreation, enrichment, and 
entertainment.  The resort beckons one 
and all to celebrate the wonders of nature, 
the stimulation of sports and recreation, the 
comfort of physical and spiritual well being 
and the connection with family.  

This resort is being created on 740 acres in 
the eastern section of Long Island, in Suffolk 
County.  It is located approximately 5 miles 

from downtown Riverhead, at the gateway to 
Long Island’s two “forks” - the South Fork and 
the Hamptons, Long Island’s internationally 
renowned vacation destination and the more 
rural North Fork, with its quaint villages, 
bluff-side beaches and the popular Long 
Island wine region home to over 30 wineries. 
It is easily accessible via the Long Island 
Expressway and State Route 25, as well as 
via the Long Island Railroad.

Riverhead Resorts is also situated next to 
33,000 acres of Long Island’s Pine Barrens 
preserve, one of the Island’s premier 
ecosystems and the largest and most 
significant groundwater watershed on Long 
Island.  This preserve is part of the 100,000 
acres Eastern Pine Barrens that contains 
the largest contiguous block of forest left on 
Long Island.

The Riverhead Resorts is a 740 acre site and 
part of a former 2,900 acres Naval Weapons 
Industrial Reserve property that has been the 
focus of planning and redevelopment efforts 
by the U.S. Navy and the Town of Riverhead, 
Long Island, New York since 1994. It was 
originally leased to the Grumman Corporation 
for final assembly and flight testing of military 
aircraft. The Navy transferred the entire 
site to the Town of Riverhead Community 
Development Agency in September 1998.

Regional Map

Project Location Map

Project Site
Riverhead
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vision
IMAGINE . . . 
. . . a leisurely stroll around the crystalline 
lake; skiing on perfect snow in the middle 
of July; floating down the lazy creek in a 
tropical hideaway; the thrill of a roller coaster, 
breathtaking special format films, interactive 
simulation adventures in a theme park; an 
invigorating ride on horseback along Pine Barrens 
preserve trails; relaxing in the rustic elegance of 
the Wilderness Resort; navigating the challenges 
of the white water kayak river; exploring the colors 
and beauty of luxurious gardens of the world; 
pampering body and spirit in the wellness spa; 
reflecting on a stunning lake-side sunset from the 
village boardwalk. 

IMAGINE . . .
. . . this and more in any season, in all seasons, 
at Riverhead Resorts. 

The Riverhead Resorts Vision creates an 
extraordinary leisure-time experience that appeals 
to people from every walk of life, every age group 
and every member of the family. It is a themed 
resort destination experience that fully integrates 
all activities and facilities to create a unique 
“sense of place” for its guests; a destination 
where young and old, active or non-active can 
spend quality time in an environment that is highly 
entertaining, engaging, clean, friendly and, most 
of all, fun.

Riverhead Resorts promises its guests an escape 
from the “every day”. It will immerse them in this 
world where all elements create a harmonious 
relationship, offering complementary experiences. 
The quality of its facilities will be second to none 
and state-of-the-art. It’s guest experience is made 
up of its activities, sights, sounds, tastes, colors 
and textures. Theming, a sense of story and 
attention to detail are integral to its appeal. The 
multiple components provide an experience of 
discovery, engagement, enjoyment and enrichment 
- entertainment with overtones of education. 

Riverhead Resorts will be a marriage of the 
natural, rural setting and gracefully integrated 
commercial amenities with an architectural 
character that complements the local area. 
Natural settings that allow for congregating and 
for creating character and a “sense of place” 
encourage social interaction and create the 
ambiance to promote comfort and well-being.

Riverhead Resorts will also be a people to people 
production. The “hospitality and entertainment 
magic” is created through the spirit and enthusiasm 
of its employees. Their friendly attitudes and 
quality of service are an integral part of the appeal, 
bringing it to life and creating a truly memorable 
guest experience.

Riverhead Resorts is a new kind of leisure 
destination with seven distinct resort villages, each 
focusing on a specific theme and story, located on 
and around a central lake. Each offers a multitude 
of unique sports, recreation, leisure, entertainment, 
shopping, dining and lodging opportunities, as well 
as educational and cultural experiences inspired by 
the area’s rich heritage, history and natural setting.

Each of the “resorts within the Resort” is fully 
immersive and guests will discover that the lodging 
facilities and attractions are designed to capture 
their imagination relating to the theme and related 
stories of that theme. Each resort will provide a 
balanced mix of venues and amenities geared to all 
ages and interests. 

Riverhead Resorts is scheduled for a year-
around operation. Weather protection is 
planned for most facilities and venues, so that 
each resort can be enjoyed regardless of the 
weather. An environmentally friendly, resort-wide 
transportation system will shuttle guests in safety 
and comfort from place to place, minimizing on-
site traffic. 

Riverhead Resorts will also feature educational 
and interpretive programs—their mission: to foster 
in us the development of a stewardship ethic 
towards heritage, culture and natural resources. 
The principles of drama, storytelling and hands-
on, experiential learning are employed in exhibits, 
graphics and a variety of programs found 
throughout the resort. These value-added features, 
all presented in a stimulating and entertaining style, 
are designed to enhance the guest experience. 

EXPLORE • ENGAGE • RECHARGE • REJUVINATE
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AN OCCURRENCE OF EPIC CURIOSITY 
AND HISTORICAL BEARING AT

Riverhead

INTRODUCTION
Decades after H.G. Wells coined the term “time 
machine” for his 1895 novel of the same name, 
it‘s said that the acclaimed author longed for such 
an invention only so that he might return to one 
indelible week he spent just outside New York City 
in October of 1901.

It’s logical to consider that anyone who was there 
felt the same regard. For the crispness of autumn 
was just making its way  across the northeast. 
Accommodations were simple, they said, even rustic. 
But meals were catered by one of the city‘s finest 
chefs. And of course, the company wasn’t bad either.
 
One must consider that this was an era long before 
websites and mobile phones, TV news and gossip 
columns. At the turn of the 20th century, those in 
the public eye were typically respected for their 
unique talents, business acumen and generous 
contributions to society. In other words, they more 
often than not deserved their acclaim.

Today, modern communication and transportation 
make it little surprise to hear that a U.S. President 
enjoyed a week-long retreat, trading ideas with, 
say, a corporate CEO, a rock star, a film director 
and an athlete.

But when a handful of the world‘s most 
distinguished leaders of politics, entertainment, 
design and science converged on the small Long 
Island town of Riverhead, the few who defied the 
pact and spoke about it decades later used only one 
word to describe it.

 
Visionary.

the Legend of riverhead

visionary.
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Few facts are known about the so-called 
“Riverhead Retreat.“ It is believed that the 
gathering was the brainchild of recently 
inaugurated U.S. President Theodore (T.R.) 
Roosevelt. 

Born in New York City, 
Roosevelt always had 
a fondness for the 
tranquility of nearby 
Long Island. In 1884, 
a month after the 
tragic death of both 
his mother and wife 
in the same evening, 

Roosevelt signed a contract with the firm of 
Joseph Wood & Sons of Lawrence, Long 
Island, to build a home in Oyster Bay at the 
insistence of his sister Bamie, who convinced 
him his daughter, Alice, would need a home. 

Roosevelt had originally planned the home 
with his wife, also named Alice, and was 
planning to name it Leeholm in honor of her 
family name. The house, completed in 1885, 
would later be named Sagamore Hill in honor 
of Sagamore Mohannis, the Indian chief who 
used the hill as a meeting place and signed 
his people’s rights to the land over to the 
settlers in the 1660s.

Roosevelt lived at Sagamore Hill with his 
second wife, Edith, and their five children, 
from 1885 until his death in 1919. From 1902 
to 1908, his “Summer White House” was the 
focus of international attention.  

While serving as Governor of the State of 
New York in 1899, Roosevelt fell in love with 
an area of Long Island known as Riverhead.  
Teeming with potato and duck farms, 
Riverhead offered Roosevelt an escape 
from the pressures of his position and the 
ability to find solace and direction in its rural 
agricultural ambiance.
 
In November, 1900, Roosevelt was elected 
Vice President of the United States. Less than 
a year later, on September 6, 1901, President 
William McKinley was shot while attending the 

Pan American Exposition in Buffalo. TR, on 
a hiking trip with his family, was summoned 
from Mount Tahawus in the Adirondacks to 
Buffalo, where he was sworn into office as 
President of the United States.

A professional historian, naturalist, explorer, 
author and soldier in his own right, T.R. 
had great respect for the visionaries of the 
day and is said, at that moment in time, to 
have sought their unique perspectives as he 
undertook the most powerful position in the 
Western World.

He planned a weeklong retreat to take place 
the following month in Riverhead. His guest 
list was impressive, to say the least.

THE RIVERHEAD RETREAT
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Frederick Law 
Olmsted, his colleague, 
architect Daniel Burnham once said, 
“An artist, 
he paints with lakes and wooded 
slopes; with lawns and banks and 
forest covered hills; with mountain 
sides and ocean views.” Considered 
the father of American landscape 
design, Olmsted had designed 
nearby Central Park, as well as 
some of America‘s most monumental 
universities, estates and public parks. 

Roosevelt felt tremendous respect for Olmsted‘s work and apparently had 
one last request of the sometimes senile genius. 

Nikolai Tesla was 
considered America’s greatest 
electrical engineer, known for his 
revolutionary contributions to the 
fields of electricity, magnetism 
and wireless communications. 
Roosevelt viewed   Tesla as more 
or less a “mad scientist,” thus 
making Tesla exactly the sort of 
fellow that Roosevelt wanted at 
Riverhead.

Samuel 
Clemmons, who went 
by his pen name Mark Twain, 
was an American humorist, 
satirist, lecturer and writer, known 
as the father of the American 
novel. He was a friend to 
presidents, artists, industrialists 
and European royalty. After his 
week at Riverhead, Twain called 
Roosevelt, “the Tom Sawyer of 
the political world of the twentieth 
century.” No love was lost.

John Muir was an early advocate 
of conservation of U.S. forests. His letters, 
essays, and books telling of his adventures 
in nature, and wildlife were read by 
millions. Two years after meeting Muir at  
Riverhead, Roosevelt teamed up with his 
fellow conservationist for a hiking trip in 
Yosemite. Their friendship resulted in the 
creation of five national parks, including the 
Grand Canyon.

THE GUEST LIST
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Harry Houdini was a 
magician, escapologist and stunt 
performer, as well as a skeptic and 
investigator of spiritualists, film 
producer and actor. Having just 
returned from a tour of Europe, 
where he was known as “The 
Handcuff King,” Houdini was a top 
vaudeville performer who had caught 
Roosevelt’s imagination -- inspiring 
the President to invite Houdini from 
his home in nearby Harlem out to 
Long Island for the retreat.

In 1901, “Buffalo 
Bill” Cody was the most 
recognizable celebrity on earth. An 
American soldier, bison hunter and 
renowned showman, Cody was 
mostly famous for the “Wild West” 
shows he organized with cowboy 
themes -- around the country and 
throughout Europe. Roosevelt 
respected Cody because Cody 
pushed for the rights of American 
Indians and women in a time when 
neither view were popular.

Jules Verne was a French 
author who pioneered the science-
fiction genre. Verne wrote about 
space, air, and underwater travel 
before navigable aircraft and practical 
submarines were invented, and 
before any means of space travel 
had been devised. He had only 
traveled to the United States once to 
visit Niagra Falls in 1867), but 
Roosevelt convinced him to return by 
steamship for one week to share his 
visions of tomorrow.

Sharing the distinction of “father of 
science-fiction” with Verne, English 
writer H.G. Wells was 
known for such works as “The Time 
Machine,” “The Invisible Man,” and 
“The War of the Worlds.” In 1901, 
Wells published his first non-fiction 
bestseller, “Anticipations,” his most 
explicitly futuristic work, predicting 
what the world would be like in the 
year 2000. Roosevelt was apparently 
intrigued. After his inspiring experience 
at Riverhead, Wells published “The 
Future of America” in 1906. 

THE GUEST LIST
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Though it sounds like something only the 
imagination of an H.G. Wells, Jules Verne 
or Mark Twain might conjure up, these nine 
extraordinary gentlemen -- each a respected 
leader in his own field -- and among the 
greatest minds of their day -- are said to have 
simultaneously descended upon Riverhead 
the second Sunday of October, 1901. 

Some traveled great distances; some had to 
put their differences aside; but all came with 
open minds, interested in sharing their unique 
perspectives with the young President.

Nobody knows exactly how the gathering 
was organized. Butlers and waiters on hand 
to support these extraordinary gentleman 
later spoke of daylong group walks through 
the valley (with Mr. Verne limping from a 
gunshot wound to his leg, inflicted by his 
insane nephew, Gaston), boat cruises on the 
expansive lake and long debates beneath 
the stars, often seated around a glorious 
campfire.

One individual, who claimed to have been 
caretaker of the group’s cigar collection both 
Roosevelt and Twain were aficionados, spoke 
of the gentlemen gathered around a drawing 
table for the final three days of the retreat as 
an aging Olmstead scribbled away.

Their first four days of idea swapping with 
TR had apparently resulted in the notion to 
create their own vision of utopia. Sure, lakes 
and forests and flora and fauna were all on 
the menu, but let’s remember the minds that 
came together in this perfect storm.

To these gentlemen, the notion of utopia 
included the very harnessing of nature, 
itself! In so doing, they set out to establish 
a groundbreaking retreat for the new 
century -- right there at Roosevelt’s beloved 
Riverhead -- that celebrated the passions and 
personalities of each individual.

MOUNTAIN RESORT
Truth be told, it was Tesla who convinced 
the group that he could “harness nature“ 
through science and technology to create 
four seasons of enjoyment that could enrich 
people’s lives by creating a “world away 
from the everyday.”  Longing for the winters 
of eastern Europe and the outdoor sports 
he enjoyed in his youth, Tesla promised the 
group that he could create a mechanical 
mountain, some 25-stories tall, inside of 
which snow could fall year round, allowing 
guests to ski, ice skate and enjoy a realistic 
mountain retreat right here in Riverhead.

WATER ADVENTURE RESORT
Again harnessing nature with technology, 
Tesla conceived a summer alternative to his 
winter wonderland -- a resort where the sun 
shone daily -- where summers were endless 
thanks to electricity. He suggested bringing 
elements of nearby Coney Island to the 
resort, but instead of illuminated carousels, 
Ferris wheels and rollercoasters, he 
envisioned all of the attractions taking place in 
water. A “water park,“ he called it.

EQUINE RESORT
Buffalo Bill suggested an equine resort with a 
spectacular live show celebrating the history 
of the horse -- then giving guests a chance to 
head out on a trail and ride their favorite breed. 
Bill had heard about young man named Will 
Rogers who had recently roped a steer that 
had broken out of a pen inside nearby Madison 
Square Garden.  The crowd loved it and Bill 
planned to invite Rogers to bring his Vaudeville 
act from the city out to Riverhead.

WILDERNESS RESORT
John Muir envisioned a wilderness setting, 
where guests could live amongst the trees 
and rivers -- camping, hiking, whitewater 
rafting and being one with nature.  He 
believed that such an experience would 

THE CONVERGENCE AT RIVERHEAD



8

give people an appreciation for nature and 
ultimately support his conservation efforts.

REJUVENATION RESORT
For Twain, a man who’d seen it all in his day, 
there was nothing like sitting back in a rocking 
chair and finding rejuvenation, be it in nature, 
in a good book or in a fine cigar.  He imagined 
a resort not unlike the Roman spas, where 
people could come from far and wide and find 
physical, mental and emotional well-being.

HERITAGE VILLAGE RESORT
Roosevelt, himself, suggested an area that 
paid homage to the approaching industrial 
revolution. He imagined large gears, 
conveyors and other machines intertwined 
with a hotel, shops and restaurants -- and 
a waterfront with a modest harbor. He also 
envisioned a transportation system for the 
property, combining steam trains, steam 
ships, and a new invention -- the automobile.

CONFERENCE RESORT
Verne and Wells  focused on a progressive 
indoor exposition space where human 
ingenuity and discovery could be celebrated 
through invention and product introduction.

THEME PARK
A fan of the late showman P.T. Barnum, 
Houdini imagined an expansive amusement-
filled park, not unlike Tivoli Gardens, which 
he’d seen in Copenhagen during his tour 
of Europe. Here, large scale illusions and 
live entertainment could be combined with 
Tesla’s notions for state-of-the-art mechanical 
rides -- all illuminated by night -- to create a 
pleasurable daytime and evening experience 
for the entire family. 

Verne, Wells, Twain and Buffalo Bill all 
pitched in attraction concepts based on their 
own creations that might populate this unique 
and exciting park.

TESLA TOWER
Tesla was planning to erect a 187-foot 
tower in nearby Shorham, Long Island, 
with a 68-foot spherical crown. The tower 
was necessary to complete Tesla‘s vision 
for a “wireless world.”  “Why not build the 
tower here at Riverhead, instead,“ Tesla 
propositioned, suggesting that the resort 
become the center of a new era in technology 
and communications.

THE BEST LAID PLANS...
So whatever came of the plans for Riverhead 
as envisioned by some of the greatest 
thinkers of the era? As legend has it, the 
gentlemen agreed that their combined vision 
transcended the work of each individual 
-- that it was their gift to the world, their 
masterpiece, their legacy.

The intent was to combine their own 
personal finances, as well as seek funding 
and corporate sponsorship from their 
contemporaries in industry and business -- 
men like Andrew Carnegie, John Astor, Henry 
Ford, John Rockefeller, George Vanderbilt, 
Henry Frick, Meyer Guggenheim and others.

But sadly, business, politics, wars, 
depressions, illness and untimely deaths over 
the ensuing years kept the group from ever 
convening again. Olmsted passed away in 
1903; Verne in 1905; and Twain in 1910. 

Though the dream of Riverhead was 
whispered in cocktail party conversations and 
at state dinners, Olmsted’s designs never fell 
before the eyes they deserved and the utopian 
vision for Riverhead was soon forgotten. 
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THE DISCOVERy
In 1989, the great-grandson of Jules Verne 
discovered a safe that his great-grandfather 
had kept in Paris. Upon opening this long 
lost keepsake, the young Verne discovered 
a number of never-before-seen documents 
owned by his great-grandfather.

One such document was an unpublished 
novel, entitled Paris in the 20th Century. 
Written in 1863, the novel was about a 
young man who lived in a world of glass 
skyscrapers, high-speed trains, gas-powered 
automobiles, calculators and a worldwide 
communications network, yet could not find 
happiness and came to a tragic end. 

Verne’s publisher had thought that the novel’s 
pessimism would damage Verne’s then 
booming career, and suggested he wait to 
publish it. In 1994, this long forgotten Jules 
Verne novel saw the light of day -- well over a 
century after it was written.

Also discovered in the safe were Olmsted’s 
long rumored drawings for Riverhead -- 
and handwritten notes from the ink pens of 
Twain, Wells and Verne, himself. The notes 
described the dream for Riverhead described 
above. Could the vision of nine of the turn-
of-the-century’s most innovative minds finally 
become a reality?

Today, those plans and writings have been 
carefully studied by the Niven family and a 
team of architects, planners and experience 
designers under the guidance of LEDO 
International -- a group of professionals in 
the field of resort and leisure entertainment 
development and operations.

One hundred and seven years after the 
vision was put to paper, the Niven family has 
determined that the dream for Riverhead is as 
relevant today as it was then. For who today 
doesn’t want to escape from their busy lives, 
spend time with their loved ones, be one with 
nature . . . 

Explore, Engage, Recharge 
and Rejuvenate.

The Niven family’s goal is to create a world 
class resort destination in Riverhead that 
celebrates nature, human ingenuity and the 
unique individuals who came together to 
commingle their insights and interests in this 
exclusive compound. 

In the concepts and designs imagined by 
Roosevelt, Olmstead, Tesla, Twain, Muir, 
Houdini, Cody, Verne and Wells, John Niven 
sees a rich tapestry in which to create a 
destination resort as unprecedented as that 
week in 1901.

As its founders imagined, Riverhead will 
become a utopian destination -- a place 
for modern day vacationers to leave reality 
behind -- if only for a few days; to maximize 
their potential; to celebrate their creativity; to 
seek inspiration; and to imagine, if just for one 
fleeting moment, what might have been had 
any of this tale actually been true . . .

Tesla‘s Wardenclyffe Tower (c. 1904)
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“An artist, he paints with lakes and 

wooded slopes; with lawns and banks 

and forest covered hills; with mountain 

sides and ocean views.”
“Broad reaches of park and 

pleasure-grounds, with a real 

feeling of the breadth and 

beauty of green fields, the 

perfume and freshness of 

nature...lovely lakes of limpid 

water, covering many acres, 

and heightening the charm 

of the sylvan accessories by 

the finest natural contrast... 

the substantial delights of 

country roads and county 

scenery.”

“Grass, woods, and water are the three grand elements of pastoral landscape for which 
we are seeking.”

“...The result would be a work of art, and 

the combination of the art thus defined, 

with the art of architecture in the production 

of landscape compositions, is what we 

denominate landscape architecture”

Frederick Law Olmsted

Quote by Daniel Burnham from “An Occurrence 
of Epic Curiosity and Historical Bearing at 
Riverhead.”

Quote by Andrew Jackson Downing 
from “A Clearing in the Distance; 
Frederick Law Olmsted and America 
in the 19th Century” 

Quote by Frederick Law Olmsted from “A Clearing in the Distance; 
Frederick Law Olmsted and America in the 19th Century” 

What WouLd oLMsted do?

Olmsted’s Inspiration

Designed by Sir Joseph Paxton Hall in 1843, 125 acres.
Birkenhead Park, Liverpool, England

Quote by Frederick Law Olmsted from “A Clearing in the Distance; 
Frederick Law Olmsted and America in the 19th Century”
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PARK INFLUENCES

Designed by Frederick Law Olmsted in 1858, 843 acres.
Central Park, New York City, New York

Designed by William Hammond Hall in 1870, 1017 acres.
Golden Gate Park, San Francisco, California
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PARK INFLUENCES

Designed by Frederick Law Olmsted in 1865.
Yosemite National Park, California

Designed by Frederick Law Olmsted in 1865, 585 acres.
Prospect Park, New York City, New York
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MEANDERING ROADS
AND TRAILS 

FOREST
AND MEADOWS 

LAKES AND
 STREAMS

PRINCIPLES OF OLMSTED DESIGN
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LANDSCAPE
ACCENTS

BRIDGES LANDSCAPE
ELEMENTS

PRINCIPLES OF OLMSTED DESIGN
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FOLLIES

ICONIC
ARCHITECTURE

CIVIC SPACES

PRINCIPLES OF OLMSTED DESIGN
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Not to Scale

Existing Pine Barren Forest To Be Preserved

Legend

Re-vegetated Forest Zone

Theme Landscape Zone

LANDSCAPE FRAMEWORK DIAGRAM

Landscape
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Not to Scale

ICONIC FEATURES

Iconic Architecture

Legend

Entry Monument

Round-About

Bridge
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MASTER LANDSCAPE CONCEPT PLAN

19



20

LANDSCAPE SECTIONS

Section A-A: Main Entry Road
A

NTS

Section B-B: Riverhead Pedestrian Bridge
B

NTS
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Section C-C: Riverhead Mountain Resort
C

NTS

LANDSCAPE SECTIONS

Section D-D: Convention and Event Resort
D

NTS
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RIVERHEAD LAKE
RESORTS

Everybody’s visit to Riverhead Resorts begins 
at the heart of the entire resort—Riverhead 
Lake. This 50 acre lake offers an unequalled 
setting for an extensive water-based recreation 
program and is home to small sailboats, pedal 
boats, canoes, kayaks and other rental craft. 
The lake is stocked with a variety of fish, 
making fishing from its shore, piers and boats 
a popular activity year round. Water taxis 
facilitate travel between the various resorts 
in just minutes, thus permitting guests to 
park their car in one spot and still enjoy easy 
access to the resort’s countless offerings. 

A paved multi-use path hugs the perimeter of 
the lake, providing a safe and splendorous 
haven in which to bike, skate, jog, or enjoy 
an enchanting walk in the country. This 
trail is accessible from all of the resorts’ 
accommodations, activities and attractions. 
A number of rest stops are found along the 
way providing benches and drinking fountains, 
as well as unique interpretive plaques and 
exhibits. This path is an integral part of the 
extensive trail network that winds throughout 
the entire resort and connects with the 
adjacent Pine Barrens providing unequaled 
opportunities to explore and appreciate the 
area’s abundant native flora and fauna.
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The Heritage Village Resort is a retail and 
entertainment village, with a collection of 
specialty shops, restaurants and exhilarating 
leisure time and night time ntertainment 
experiences for all ages. It is located on the 
shore of the Lake Riverhead and is complete 
with boardwalk and entertainment pier. 
A Village Inn and timeshare units occupy 
the second level of the retail area of the 
village. A world-class “family theme park”, 
combining the thrills of a roller coaster, 

special format films, interactive “dark rides” 
and simulator attractions with a collection of 
less active rides, shows, restaurants, retail 
shops and exhibits to create a one-of-a-
kind entertainment experience for the entire 
family. The Heritage Theater, designed to 
accommodate family oriented Broadway-
style production shows, anchors the Heritage 
Entertainment Village.

HERITAGE VILLAGE RESORT
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WATER ADVENTURE RESORT
While guests celebrate the winter conditions 
on Riverhead Mountain, the Water Adventure 
Resort will be a weatherproof, year-around 
tropical environment where surf, sand and sun 
will be the order of the day, every day.  Guests 
will be able to relax on the white sand beach, 
float gently down a lazy river, surf on the 
perfect curl, snorkel among coral reefs, play 
in the interactive water fountains and enjoy 
a variety of water slides to please the thrill 
seeker as well as the novice.  A picturesque 
village surrounds the water activities, anchored 
by hotel rooms and timeshare units, replete 
with restaurants, lounges, live entertainment 
and retail boutiques.
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The dominant icon and central focal point of 
Riverhead Resorts is Riverhead Mountain. 
Within this mountain is a 365 days a year 
indoor winter sports village, anchored by an 
800,000 square foot winter sports and snow 
play terrain. 

The ski terrain will include beginner to 
advanced runs, a half pipe for snowboarders, 
a bobsled run and a large snow play area to 
include activities from tobogganing to snow 
tubing to snowball fights. It will be designed 
so that it can accommodate competitions, 
yet not intimidate the novice who will want to 
come and learn how to ski. 

The snow village will house hotel and 
timeshare accommodations, including 
banquet facilities, as well as a village 
center complete with ice skating rink, retail, 
restaurants and nightlife, all complementing 
the year around winter atmosphere.

RIVERHEAD MOUNTAIN RESORT
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WILDERNESS RESORT
For the outdoors enthusiast, the Wilderness 
Resort provides access to the miles of hiking 
and biking trails throughout the Riverhead 
Resorts and adjacent Pine Barrens and Lake 
Riverhead, including kayaking and canoeing 
on a stream crisscrossing the resort. The 
majestic Wilderness Lodge and timeshares 
are the centerpiece of the resort, surrounded 
by a state-of-the-art RV park featuring picnic 
grounds, activity buildings, campfire center 
and outdoor recreational activities. The 
wilderness village, in this rustic setting, offers 
a variety of outdoor retail, a general store, 
restaurant and other amenities for guests.
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The Equine Resort will be a state-of- the-
art horse enthusiast’s paradise dedicated 
to the timeless bond between humans 
and horses. It will include an indoor show 
arena appropriate for presenting a variety 
of horse shows, as well as lighted training 
and competition arenas with covered 
grandstands, public rental stables, pony rides 
and an equine museum. A collection of retail 
shops, restaurant, and other horse related 
experiences, are integrated into a totally 
themed environment. Sprawling horse-filled 
pastures and extensive riding trails surround 
this rustic equestrian village.

EQUINE RESORT
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The stunning main building houses the five 
star hotel and timeshare units, including 
restaurant and banquet facilities will be 
connected to an all encompassing health spa 
and wellness center. This resort creates a 
tranquil, spa setting dedicated to refreshment, 
revival and rejuvenation. The spa and wellness 
center is dedicated to enhancing the guests’ 
well-being by nurturing body, mind and spirit. It 
also offers interactive, hands-on seminars and 
presentations that educate about a variety of 
wellness issues. 

Surrounding these 
facilities are the 
Gardens of the 
World, a horticultural 
collections that 
creates a path of 
discovery of plants, 
art, sculptures and 
aviary housing exotic 

birds. This horticultural experience extends 
over a 20 acres setting. It is a re-creation 
of renowned horticulture styles and garden 
concepts from around the world. A wedding 
chapel and reception area is at the center of 
a conservatory. The facilities will also include 
attractively landscaped demonstration areas, 
classrooms and a retail nursery.

REJUVENATION RESORT
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The multi-dimensional character of Riverhead 
Resorts provides the opportunity to use 
the resorts to stage a comprehensive, year 
around program of events. The 
planned 100,000 square foot 
multi-purpose event center will be 
home to exhibitions, conferences, 
sporting events and tournaments, 
as well as concerts and other 
entertainment events. Event, 
conference and convention 
attendees will be able to stay 
in this resort’s hotel, as well as 
at any of our other six resorts. 
Events are planned for the 
general public, as well as trade 
and special interest groups.

CONVENTION & EVENT RESORT
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RESORT ORGANIzATION DIAGRAM

Not to Scale
31
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ENTERTAINMENT STyLE (1880-1920)
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ENTERTAINMENT STyLE (1880-1920)
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ARCHITECTURE OF THE EAST END



35

ARCHITECTURE OF THE EAST END
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RESORT USES DIAGRAM

Not to Scale
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Resorts Site (AC)
Main Venue

(SF)
Retail
(SF)

Entertainment
(SF)

Hotel Timeshare RV Site Cabin
Misc. 
(SF)

Parking

Rooms SF Units SF Sites AC Units SF Spaces AC
Convention & Event Resort

45 1,120 9.5
Multi-Purpose Center 100,000
Retail/Dining/Entertainment (RD&E) 11,000
Lodging (Hotel/Timeshare) 400 320,000

Heritage Village Resort

129 5,270 44
Theme Park (Attractions/Restaurants/
Merchandise)

975,000

Resort Village (RD&E) 130,000 76,000
Lodging (Hotel/Timeshare) 200 160,000 250 396,000

Transit Center (North) 3 2,000

Covered Transit Stops (12) on Ring Road 2,400

Riverhead Mountain Resort

56 600 5
Mountain Structure 800,000
Retail/Dining/Entertainment (RD&E) 12,400 34,000
Lodging (Hotel/Timeshare) 250 396,000

Watercraft Services 4 5,000

Water Adventure Resort

60 1,340 11
Indoor Waterpark 200,000
Retail/Dining/Entertainment (RD&E) 14,000
Lodging (Hotel/Timeshare) 400 320,000 200 316,800

Equine Resort

63 400 3.5
Equine Buildings 22,000
Riding Rings 54,000
Performance Arena 60,000
Retail/Dining/Entertainment (RD&E) 6,750

Rejuvenation Resort

46 400 3.5
Health Spa/Wellness Center 37,200
Retail/Dining/Entertainment (RD&E) 6,200
Lodging (Hotel/Timeshare) 150 132,000 150 237,600

RIVERHEAD RESORTS PROGRAM SUMMARy



39

Resorts Site (AC)
Main Venue

(SF)
Retail
(SF)

Entertainment
(SF)

Hotel Timeshare RV Site Cabin
Misc. 
(SF)

Parking

Rooms SF Units SF Sites AC Units SF Spaces AC
Wilderness Resort

56 125 1
Discovery Center 5,000
Retail/Dining/Entertainment (RD&E) 4,300 10,000
Lodging (RV Camps/Cabins/Timeshare) 100 158,400 150 15 75 37,500

Transit Center (South) 3 5,000

Support Facilities/Utilities

19
Co-Generation Plant 40,000
Waste Water Treatment Plant 63,000
Central Chilled Water Plant 15,000

Operations Back of House

13

Administration Building 50,000
Warehouse 90,000
Maintenance Facilities 40,000
Landscaping/Tree Farm 6,000
Employee Parking 400 4

Subtotal 497 2,253,200 184,650 120,000 1,150 932,000 950 1,504,800 150 15 75 37,500 318,400 9,655 81.5
Lake 50
Environmental Area & Buffer 120
Roads, Parkway & Service Accesses 73

Grand Total 740 Total Development Square Feet 5,350,550
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OPEN SPACE ANALySIS
appendix

Not to Scale

Proposed Open Space Calculations
Preserved Open Space:  195 acres (26.3%)
Re-vegetated Open Space:     75 acres (10.2%) 

Total Open Space:  270 acres (36.5%) 
 
*Removed Forest (Potential for Transplant): 191 acres

Existing Open Space Calculations
Forest:    372 acres (50.3%)
Open Field:  313 acres (42.3%)
Runway/Roads:    55 acres   (7.4%)

Total Site:   740 acres

Legend
 Preserved Open Space
 Removed Forest (for transplant)
 Re-vegetated Open Space
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PRELIMINARy GRADING STUDy

Not to Scale

Legend
 Proposed Contours
           Existing Contours
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PRELIMINARy CUT & FILL ANALySIS

Not to Scale
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OVERALL PLANT LIST
Existing Plant Species on Property

TREES:
Juniperus virginiana Eastern Red Cedar 
Pinus rigida Pitch Pine
Prunus serotina Black Cherry
Pinus rigida Pitch Pine
Quercus alba White Oak
Quercus coccinea Scarlet Oak
Quercus rubra Red Oak

SHRUB UNDERSTORy:
Carex pensylvanica Pennsylvania Sedge
Gaylussacia baccata Black Huckleberry
Gaultheria procumbens Creeping Wintergreen
Pteridium aquilinum Bracken Fern
Quercus ilicifolia Scrub Oak
Vaccinium augustifolium Lowbush Blueberry
Vaccinium pallidum Blueridge Blueberry
Viburnum cassinoides  Witherod Viburnum
Viburnum dentatum Arrowwood Viburnum
 

Long Island Native Plant List:

TREES:
Acer rubrum Red Maple
Acer saccharinum Silver Maple
Acer saccharum Sugar Maple
Betula lenta Sweet Birch
Betula nigra River Birch
Carya cordiformis Butternut Hickory
Carya glabra Pignut Hickory
Carya ovata Shagbark Hickory
Cercus canadensis Eastern Redbud
Celtus occidentalis Hackberry
Chamaecyparis thyoides Atlantic White Cedar
Cornus florida Flowering Dogwood
Diospyros vinginiana Persimmon
Fagus grandifolia American Beech
Fraxinus americana  White Ash
Fraxinus pennsylvanica Green Ash
Illex opaca American Holly
Liquidambar styraciflua Sweetgum
Liriodendron tulipifera Tulip Tree
Nyssa sylvatica Black Gum
Pinus strobus Eastern White Pine 
Pinus taeda Loblolly Pine
Pinus virginiana Virginia Pine
Platnaus occidentalis Sycamore
Populus deltoides Eastern Cottonwood
Populus grandidentata Large-tooth Aspen
Quercus bicolor Swamp White Oak
Quercus falcata Southern Red Oak
Quercus imbricaria Laurel Oak
Quercus palustris Pin Oak
Quercus phellos Willow Oak
Sassafras albidum Sassafras
Taxodium distichum Bald Cypress
Tilia americana American Basswood
Tsuga canadensis Eastern Hemlock
Ulmus americana American Elm 

SMALL TREES:
Acer negundo Box Elder
Amelanchier arborea Downy Serviceberry
Asimina triloba Paw Paw
Carpinus caroliniana American Hornbeam
Cornus florida Flowering Dogwood

Crataegus crus-galli Cockspur Hawthorne
Chionanthus virginicus Fringetree
Hamamelis virginiana American Witchhazel
Illex opaca Amerucan Holly
Magnolia viginiana Sweetbay Magnolia
Prunus americana American Plum
Rhus copallinum  Winged Sumac
Thuja occidentalis Eastern Arborvitae
Viburnum prunifolium Smooth Blackhaw

SHRUBS:
Aronia arbutifolia Red Chokecherry
Baccharis halimifolia Groundsel Tree
Cephalanthus occidentalis Common Buttonbush
Clethra alnifolia Sweet Pepperbush
Cornus amomum Silky Dogwood
Ilex glabra Inkberry
Ilex verticillata Winterberry Holly
Itea virginica Virginia Willlow
Iva frutescens Marsh Elder
Juniperus communis Common Juniper
Juniperus horizontalis Creeping Juniper
Kalmia latifolia Mountain Laurel
Leucothoe racemosa Fetterbush
Lindera benzoin Spicebush
Lyonia ligustrina Maleberry
Myrica ceiera Southern Bayberry
Myrica pensylvanica Northern Bayberry
Prunus americana American Plum
Prunus maritima Beach Plum
Rhododendron atlanticum Dwarf Azalea 
Rhododendron maximum Rosebay Rhododendron
Rhododendron periclymenoides   Pink Azalea
Rhododendron viscosum Swamp Azalea
Rhus glabra Smooth Sumca
Rhus hirta Staghorn Sumac
Rosa viginiana  Virginia Rose
Sambucus canadensis Common Elderberry
Vaccinium corymbosum Highbush Blueberry
Vaccinium pallidum Early Lowbush Blueberry
Vaccinium stamineum Squaw Huckleberry
Viburnum acerfolium Maple-leaf Viburnum
Viburnum prunifolium Smooth Blackhaw
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EXISTING PLANT SPECIES ON PROPERTy

TREES

Pitch Pine (Pinus rigida)
40-60’ tall, 30-50’ wide, evergreen, difficult to grow 
under cultivation.

White Oak (Quercus alba)
60-100’ tall and wide, purple-red fall color, 
messy flowers, difficult to transplant. 

SHRUB UNDERSTORy

Red Oak (Quercus rubra)
75’ tall, rounded, red-yellow fall color, messy 
fruit, easily transplanted.

Scarlet Oak (Quercus coccinea)
75’ tall, 45’ wide, scarlet fall color, difficult to 
transplant, no readily available for sale.  

Eastern Red Cedar (Juniperus virginiana)
40’-50’ tall, 8-15’ wide, evergreen, easily 
transplanted.

Black Cherry (Prunus serotina)
60-90’ tall, 35-50’ wide, yellow-orange fall color, 
showy white flowers in May, weeping habit.  

Lowbush Blueberry (Vaccinium augustifolium)
6”-2’ tall, 2’ wide, reddish-bronze fall color, showy white flowers 
in May, less showy in shade.

Arrowwood Viburnum (Viburnum dentatum)
5-10’ tall and wide, red-yellow fall color, white flowers in late 
May, easily transplanted.

Black Huckleberry (Gaylussacia baccata)
1-2’ tall, 2’ wide, orange-crimson fall color.

Scrub Oak (Quercus ilicifolia)
Up to 25’ tall, forms dense thickets, no readily 
available for sale. 

Creeping Wintergreen (Gaultheria procumbens)
6” tall, evergreen, leaves turn reddish in winter, pinkish-white 
flowers in summer.

Pennsylvania Sedge (Carex pensylvanica)
6”-18” tall, perennial grass.
 

Bracken Fern (Pteridium aquilinum)
2’-6’ tall, perennial.
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LONG ISLAND NATIVE PLANTS: LARGE TREES

Red Maple (Acer rubrum)
40-70’ tall, showy red fall color.  

Silver Maple (Acer saccharinum)
70’ tall, green-yellow fall color, 
fast growth, shallow roots. 

Sweet Birch (Betula lenta)
40-55’ tall, yellow fall color. 

River Birch (Betula nigra)
50-70’ tall, yellow fall color (falls 
quickly), showy bark, light shade. 

Bitternut Hickory (Carya cordiformis)
50-75’ tall, yellow fall color, rapid 
growth.  

Shagbark Hickory (Carya ovata)
80’ tall, 50’ wide, yellow fall color, 
unique attractive bark.    

Common Hackberry (Celtis occidentalis) 
40-60’ tall, yellow fall color (not showy), tolerant of most 
conditions. 

Atlantic White Cedar (Chamaecyparis thyoides) 
50’ tall, 10-20’ wide, evergreen, sharply pointed foliage.  
 

American Beech 
(Fagus grandifolia)
50-70’ tall, 120’ wide, bronze fall 
color, branches touch ground.

White Ash (Fraxinus americana)
60-70’ tall, yellow-purple fall 
color, many cultivars.

Green Ash
(Fraxinus pennsylvanica)
60-70’ tall, 45’ wide, yellow 
fall color, weak wood. 

Sweet Gum 
(Liquidambar styraciflua)
60-80’ tall, 40-60’ wide, 
showy orange-red fall foilage.

Tulip Tree 
(Liriodendron tulipifera)
70-90’ tall and larger, yellow 
fall color, needs good soil.

Pignut Hickory (Carya glabra)
50-60’ tall, 25-35’ wide, yellow 
fall color, rapid growth.

Sugar Maple (Acer saccharum)
75’ tall, showy yellow orange red 
fall color. 

Black Gum (Nyssa sylvatica)
30-50’ tall, 20-30’ wide, showy 
yellow to red to purple fall color.

Eastern White Pine (Pinus strobus)
50-80’ tall, evergreen, weak wood, 
shallow roots. 

Loblolly Pine (Pinus taeda)
60-90’ tall, 30-40’ wide, evergreen, fast growth.

Persimmon (Diospyros virginiana)
35-40’ tall, yellow to red fall color, 
distinctive bark, attractive foliage. 

Virginia Pine (Pinus virginiana)
10-50’ tall, evergreen.

Sycamore (Platanus occidentalis)
75-90’ tall, 60-70’ wide, no fall color, 
showy bark. 

Eastern Cottonwood 
(Populus deltoides)
80-100’ tall, 40-60’ wide, yellow fall 
color, short lived, invasive roots



49

LONG ISLAND NATIVE PLANTS: LARGE TREES

Southern Red Oak (Quercus falcata)
70-80’ tall, red fall color with late 
leaf drop.

Sassafras (Sassafras albidum)
40-50’ tall, showy red to orange fall 
color, limited commercial availability.

Willow Oak (Quercus phellos)
50-70’ tall, 30-50’ wide, showy yellow 
fall color.

Pin Oak (Quercus palustris)
75’ tall, 40’ wide, red fall color, 
unique branching habit.

Large-tooth Aspen (Populus grandidentata)
50-70’ tall, 20-40’ wide, yellow fall color, 
short lived, invasive roots.

American Elm (Ulmus americana)
60-90’ tall, cultivars resistant to 
Dutch Elm Disease.

American Basswood (Tilia americana)
70’ tall, poor fall color, attractive white 
flowers in June.

Bald Cypress (Taxodium distichum)
50-70’ tall, reddish brown fall color, 
takes wet sites.  

Eastern Hemlock (Tsuga canadensis)
40-70’ tall, evergreen, control needed 
for wooly adelgid pest.

Swamp White Oak (Quercus bicolor)
50-60’ tall, red fall color to brown leaves that 
persist through winter.

Laurel Oak (Quercus imbricaria)
50-60’ tall and wide, red fall color, 
brown leaves persist through winter.
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LONG ISLAND NATIVE PLANTS: SMALL TREES

Downy Serviceberry (Amelanchier arborea)
15-25’ tall, multi-stemmed, yellow-orange-red fall color, 
showy white flowers early spring, ornamental bark.

Fringetree (Chionanthus virginicus)
12-20’ tall, yellow fall color, showy 
white fragrant flowers in late May.

American Holly (Ilex opaca)
15-30’ tall, evergreen, small 
white flowers in June, red fruit 
persists through winter.  

Sweetbay Magnolia 
(Magnolia virginiana)
10-30’ tall, semi-evergreen, 
white flowers in summer.

Box Elder (Acer negundo)
30-50’ tall, yellow fall color, weak wood, 
short lived.

Eastern Arborvitae (Thuja 
occidentalis)
30-50’ tall, 10-15’ wide, evergreen, 
good for hedge/screen.  

Paw Paw (Asimina triloba)
10-15’ tall and wide, yellow fall color, showy purple 
flowers in May.

Flowering Dogwood (Cornus florida)
30’ tall, red purple fall color, white showy 
flowers in mid-May.

Cockspur Hawthorn (Crataegus crus-galli)
20-30’ tall, red fall color, thorns on stems.  

American Witch-Hazel (Hamamelis virginiana)
10-15’ tall, yellow fall color, yellow flowers in fall.

American Plum (Prunus americana)
12’-25’ tall, 20’ wide, yellow fall color 
and showy white flower in April.

Winged Sumac (Rhus copallinum)
20’-30’ tall, 20’30’ wide, showy red
fall color

Smooth Blackhaw 
(Viburnum prunifolium)
up to 15’ tall, 8’-12’ wide, purple 
fall color, showy white flowers

American Hornbeam (Carpinus caroliniana)
20-30’ tall, yellow orange red fall color, good 
street tree.  
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Red Chokeberry (Aronia arbutifolia)
6-10’ tall, 3-5’ wide, showy red fall color, white 
flowers in early May.  

Groundsel Tree (Baccharis halimifolia) Common Buttonbush (Cephalanthus occidentalis)
3-6’ tall, yellow fall color, white flowers in summer, 
water edge plantings.

Sweet Pepperbush (Clethra alnifolia)
5-8’ tall, 4-6’ wide, yellow-green fall color, 
small fragrant white flowers bloom in summer.   

Silky Dogwood (Cornus amomum)
6-10’ tall, no fall color, white flowers in May, 
prefers moist conditions.   

Inkberry (Ilex glabra)
4-8’ tall, evergreen, prefers moist soil.

Winterberry Holly (Ilex verticillata)
6-10’ tall, yellow green fall color, good 
along water edges.  

Virginia Willow (Itea virginica)
3-6’ tall, long lasting yellow to red fall color, white flowers 
in June

Mountain Laurel (Kalmia latifolia)
5-12’ tall, evergreen, showy flowers in late 
May, long lasting bloom.  

Fetterbush (Leucothoe racemosa)
4-6’ tall, reddish fall color, white flowers bloom 
May through June.

Spicebush (Lindera benzoin)
8-12’ tall, yellow fall color, small yellow flowers in early 
spring.

Maleberry (Lyonia ligustrina)
3’-12’ tall, flowers between May and July

Creeping Juniper (Juniperus horizontalis)
1-2’ tall, 4-5’ wide, evergreen, groundcover.

Southern Bayberry (Myrica ceiera)
7’ tall, (7’ height max. after 20 years)
Blooms in the spring.

Northern Bayberry (Myrica 
pennsylvanica)
5’-6’ tall, 3’-4’ wide, semievergreen, 
leaves turn bronze through winter.  

Common Juniper (Juniperus communis)
5-10’ tall, 8-12’ wide, evergreen.

Beach Plum (Prunus maritima)
up to 6’ tall, white flowers bloom in 
May, somewhat showy

LONG ISLAND NATIVE PLANTS: SHRUBS
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LONG ISLAND NATIVE PLANTS: SHRUBS

Dwarf Azalea (Rhododendron atlanticum)
1’-5’ tall, evergreen, Flowers are usually white to 
pink blooming in early spring.

Pink Azalea (Rhododendron periclymenoides)
4’-6’ tall, evergreen, Pink flowers bloom in 
late May

Swamp Azalea (Rhododendron viscosum)
5’-10’ tall, evergreen, has clusters of white 
flowers in the spring

Smooth Sumac (Rhus glabra)
10’15’ tall, 10’-15’ wide, red or orange 
showy fall color 

Staghorn Sumac (Rhus typhina)
15’-25’ tall and wide, yellow-orange-red fall color, 
plant in massings.  

Virginia Rose (Rosa viginiana)
4-6’ tall, pink flowers in June, red to yellow 
fall color, good in sandy soils.  

Common Elderberry (Sambucus canadensis)
5’-12’ tall, yellowish fall color, white flower 
blooms in July

Highbush Blueberry (Vaccinium corymbosum)
6’-12’ tall, 6’-12’ wide, red-purple-orange and 
yellow fall color

Early Lowbush Blueberry (Vaccinium pallidum)
2’-3’ tall, showy white flowers in the summer
and edible fruits in mid summer

Squaw Huckleberry (Vaccinium stamineum)
4’-5’ tall, fruits are yellowish or greenish 
blue blooming in June-July

Maple-leaf Viburnum (Viburnum acerifolium)
4’to 6’ tall, 4’to 6’ wide, reddish purple fall 
color

Rosebay (Rhododendron maximum)
8’-15’ tall, evergreen,  white flowers 
bloom in late June






